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MINUTES

	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

	Time:              4.05pm

Venue:            Social Learning Zone



	Members present:

Others in attendance
	Mr Mark Higgins ( President) (Chair)

Mr Daniel Yeandle  (Vice President Education and Representation) 

Mr Mark Sinclair (Vice President Resources and Recreation)

Mr Myles Dobson (Entertainments Officer)

Mr Warren Griffiths (Students with Disabilities Officer)

Ms Haylee Adams (Communications Officer)

Mr Ashley Howell (Clubs and Societies Officer)

Mr Bryn Croft (Environmental Officer)

Mr Neil Myerson (External Trustee)

Ms Susan Straker (Union Manager)



	
	
	The Chair introduced the Trustees and Senate Members
	ACTION



	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
	
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 19 FEBRUARY 2008

Approved as a true and accurate record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES 

W Griffiths asked if the Students’ Union premises were eco friendly.  The answer was Yes.

UNION ANNUAL REPORT AND ANNUAL AUDITED ACCOUNTS

· The Union’s Annual Audited Accounts for the year ending 31st July 2008.

· A list of all organisations to which the Union affiliates, including any fee that is paid to such organisation.

· General report on the state of the Union.

               It was noted that the Union is moving forward as an        

               organisation.

MOTIONS AND ANY PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO MOTIONS

Motion I  - Renaming the Loft ‘Orange’

Proposer – Jonathan Crompton
Motion II – Sign for LOFT Bar

Proposer – Peter Jacobs

It was proposed that a sign be put on the front of the building.                                                           

It was explained that the original plans for the Union premises included a sign, but the LOFT is not the Students’ Union Building, but belonged to the University.  It was resolved that the Union would investigate this issue further.

Motion III – LOFT Bar Pricing

Proposer – Keir Stitt

K Stitt stated that hot beverages and other food items eg, baked potatoes are more expensive in the LOFT than at catering outlets on campus.

It was put to the vote that the Board of Trustees undertake a thorough review of Union Commercial Services.

There were no speeches against.

35 votes for

1 against

1 abstention

Motion IV – NUS Card All Day – Cheaper Drinks

Proposer – Brett Helme

Steven Diat spoke for the motion;

Water at £1.50 per bottle

Nice television and no volume

Tundi Asginda spoke against the motion;

85p per bottle of water

Free tap water on request

Headphones for televisions.

Ross McKenzie stated that there were some benefits for using the NUS Extra Card, ie it brings prices down to market conditions.

Warren Griffiths spoke against the motion.  He said that there were decent television stations, for example Sky Sports and the BBC and Sub TV was also on offer.

VOTES

(i) NUS Card to be used all day                

For                    2

Against           28

Abstentions   6

(ii) Cheaper drinks in LOFT Bar                 

For                  22

Against            6                            

 Abstentions  12

(iii)   Decent TV Station                                

For

Against 

Abstentions   14

Motion V – NUS Card 4.00pm till Close

Proposer – Luke Smith

Luke Smith proposed that the discounts offered by using the NUS Extra Card be extended from 4.00pm until the bar closed.

(At this point D Yeandle took over as Chair)

M Higgins proposed that it should be a business decision, and the Board of Trustees would look at the pricing in the market taking into account sustaining the Union’s commercial services. 

W Griffiths commented that extending the use of the NUS Extra Card from 4.00pm until the Bar closed would encourage customers.

Vote

For                  22        

Against             5

Abstentions  10

Motion VI – 10% Discount on Food

Proposer – Peter Jacobs

P Jacobs asked if it would be possible to have a 10% discount on food purchased in the LOFT Bar.

K Stitt spoke against this motion stating that the pricing policy should be made at the Board of Trustees, and that this motion should be incorporated into Motion III.

R Spencer suggested that looking into the pricing structure was an option.

Vote

For                31

Against           1

Abstentions  8

Motion VII – Charging for Dashes

Proposer – Sarah Hall

Lloyd Curtis spoke on behalf of Sarah Hall.  

It was proposed that dashes of mixer drinks should be free, as the cost to the Union is minimal.

D Yeandle spoke against this.  He stated it was standard procedure to charge, but that the Board of Trustees would look at the pricing strategy.

Vote

For                10

Against          13

Abstentions  15

Motion VIII – Advertisement

Proposer – Amy Singh-Landa.  

It was proposed that the Union should advertise more via leaflets, posters, and using notice boards in School offices.  It was proposed to investigate setting up an advertising budget.

Haylee Adams spoke against this motion stating that the Union could do with more support from the students to help produce the posters and put them up.

A student commented that the Union should market and advertise more as she did not know about the LOFT selling food.

Vote

For                35

Against           0

Abstentions  4

Motion IX – Clean Up Clause Q

Proposer – Keir Stitt

(At this point D Yeandle was the Chair)

K Stitt explained the words ‘alter’ and ‘alteration’ in Clause Q of the Union Constitution may be ambiguous.

P Jacobs commented that there was too much power given to the Board of Trustees in the Union Resolves.

Vote

For                12

Against           7

Abstentions  17

Motion X – Anonymous Marking

Proposer – Keir Stitt

K Stitt proposed undertaking a campaign to introduce anonymous marking across the university wherever appropriate.

R Spencer spoke against this, stating that more evidence was needed to show this system works, and that if the Lecturer knew the student then the lecturer could compensate if that student had issues not mitigating circumstances.

H Adams commented that her course did anonymous marking using the student identification number.

Luke Trafford spoke against this.  In theory he agreed, but wanted external marking before internal marking.

K Stitt agreed with R Spencer’s comments regarding special circumstances, and said that lecturers should mark by committee if the classes are small.

Vote

For                19

Against         10

Abstentions  7

Motion XI – Justification of Resources

Proposer – Tom Endy

T  Endy was not available to speak, therefore M Dobson spoke on this proposal.

M Dobson stated that the spend per student at Bolton University was the lowest in the country.  He proposed that the Board of Trustees look into this matter.

Vote

For                30

Against           0

Abstentions  8

Motion XII – Election Bye Law

Proposer – Mark Higgins

M Higgins proposed a completely different set of Election Bye-Laws to the ones currently set out in the Union Constitution.

He stated that using Election Bye-Laws similar to those used by Liverpool Guild could increase the election turnout.  The Board of Trustees had agreed to stay with the current Election Bye-Laws, and give each candidate a budget to spend on publicity.

M Higgins asked the Board of Trustees to review their decision.

A Howell spoke against this motion.  He stated that there are three separate Sabbatical positions available, and that if you were a popular student  you could be elected President, but don’t necessarily want that position.  A Howell also suggested using the new venue to market the elections.

K Stitt spoke for the motion, stating that it was important that candidates fear the ballot box, and that the Re-open nominations option guarantees a contested election takes place.

P Jacobs spoke against the motion.  He stated that the Elections were theoretically a popularity contest.  He said that students should investigate the positions available and how to vote.

M Higgins commented that the venue was not an issue, and if the proposed Bye-Laws were passed, then more students would get involved.  Students would be elected because they care and want to bring about change.

M Dobson spoke against this motion stating that low turnouts in the Elections over the previous years were due to the lack of communication between the Elections Committee and students.

He suggested that a single venue would be better and if the proposed Bye Laws were passed then students would not be able to stand for the position they want.

K Stitt spoke for the motion saying that candidates should canvas and market themselves not students.    He also said that the Union needed contested elections for students to know who the candidates are.

R Spencer spoke against the motion.  She said students can run for other positions if they did not want to run for President and also said that the Students’ Union should publicise the elections.

M Higgins stated that all candidates running for Sabbatical positions were in the running for all positions.  It was the Board of Trustees decision to choose which candidate got which position, but the outcome would be that the Union got the best person for the job.

D Yeandle asked members to vote for another round of speeches.

Vote for more speeches

For                28

Against           0

Abstentions  4

M Sinclair spoke against the motion.  He asked if three students wanted to run for Sabbatical positions, and one had a strong passion but that student dropped out.  He suggested that in the past the Returning Officers who ran the Elections were useless.  He suggested putting some money into marketing and to change the way in which the elections are run.  He also suggested waiting a year before making any changes.

M Higgins spoke for the motion stating that the Elections Committee could not be relied on, and that the bottom line was the fact that 13.9% is the average turnout, not 6.4%.

R Spencer proposed asking more than the £1500 which has been set aside for the elections.

M Higgins commented that there had never been an election budget before, and that the Union actually needed £4,000.

M Dobson asked the meeting to consider that fact that the University of Bolton students are made up of mostly part-time and mature students who have got their lives outside University to live. 

D Yeandle asked members to vote for another round of speeches.

Vote for more speeches

For                    2

Against           33 

Abstentions    1

Point of Order

K Sitt stated that some students will be standing in the next election and therefore should declare an interest.

9 student subsequently declared their interest.

The voting then took place.

For                 12

Against          13 

Abstentions   6

POLICY LAPSE

None

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(I) Student Radio

W Griffiths asked for details about the Student Radio Station.

W Bluck explained that the Student Radio Station is an internet station and has a Restricted Service Licence (RSL) for which the Union received funding from the University.  The station is planned to be launched on 27th April 2009.  W Bluck also said that Bolton Community FM have a Community Licence and this was something that the Union would look into obtaining.

(II)     Large Surplus

         Craig Howlett asked about the large surplus.

The Meeting closed at 5.43pm
	Noted

Noted

Noted

Deferred to next AGM

Investigate with University

Passed

Failed

Failed

Passed

Passed

Passed

Failed

Passed

Failed

Passed

Passed

Passed

Failed

Failed




