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PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING: ADVICE ON STUDENT’S OWN ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT

All equipment supplied by the University of Bolton in the Halls of Residence is tested to ensure that it is safe to use, and will have an identification sticker on it.

Students own electrical equipment must be tested if it is to be used in communal areas. Students must notify the Halls Wardens about this equipment, who will arrange for it to be tested.

Any equipment failing must be removed from the Halls of Residence.

Equipment to be used solely by the student and in their own room can be tested by the University, for which there will be a charge.

Electrical equipment which is in common areas, even if tested but which could still pose a danger will be removed e.g. a television resting on a draining board. The staff will make the item available for collection by the student.

Self-inspection

Around 95% of faults are found purely by visual inspection. As a maintenance precaution students are advised to visually inspect their personal electrical items before arriving at the University. Students will need to inspect the item, the cable and the plug once it has been disconnected.

Determine whether:

· There has been any damage to the cable covering (e.g. abrasion)

· There has been any damage to the plug (are the pins bent?)

· The outer covering of the cable is not being gripped where it enters the plug or the equipment

· Whether any internal wires are showing

· There is any evidence of overheating (e.g. burn marks etc)

A formal inspection could involve removal of the plug cover.

Check……

· Whether a fuse is being used

· Whether the wires were fitted correctly

· Whether there is any sign of internal damage

These checks would also apply to extension leads and expanded plug sockets.

International Students

For students arriving in the UK from overseas it is essential to bear in mind that the standard UK voltage is 240 volts. Electrical outlet sockets take a square 3 pin plug     (with the exception of shavers which use a different supply which is a 2 pin plug). If the voltage and plugs are different in the student’s home country we recommend that students bring an adapter with them. Any appliances that work on a lower voltage may be damaged if a proper adapter is not used. 
