Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLDs)
General Good practice:

· Plain English and clear structure for instructions etc
· Materials in advance.
· Deadline reminders and breaking large pieces of work down into smaller chunks with associated deadlines.
EXAM

· Students with SpLDs students can have difficulty committing information to memory and also with memory retrieval, especially when under pressure. For these reasons dyslexic students are often entitled to additional time, separate accommodation, use of a PC and a reader/scribe where appropriate.

· In some circumstances it may be appropriate to consider providing the student with an alternative assessment. 

· In exam situations students may rely on 'basic' vocabulary in place of words they find difficult to spell and can misread or overlook key words. We are considering a policy on highlighting the exam scripts of those students with SpLDs and providing guidance on marking work for content and understanding rather than structure or standard written English, except where these may significantly impede meaning.
ESSAY/PORTFOLIO/JOURNAL/REFLECTIVE LOG

· Providing reading lists in advance, for example before the summer break, would be good practice so all students can have the opportunity to start reading new material earlier rather than later. If the reading list is lengthy however, you should indicate which the key texts are and which are secondary reading. This will also help students to avoid becoming over-anxious.

· Students with dyslexia may have difficulty with time management of an on-going piece of assessment. Students with SpLDs will be entitled to individual support from a specialist tutor to help with difficulties in sequencing and ordering information, spelling strategies and time management; you may want to suggest students take up this opportunity if they are not doing so already.

· Strategies such as providing students with deadline reminders or breaking large chunks of work down into smaller pieces with associated deadlines will aid with time management.

· Providing students with the opportunity to have regular meetings with their dissertation tutor or the opportunity to submit essay/dissertation outlines is important. 

FIELD TRIPS

· Provide all information in written format, in advance.

· Remember that they may require their notetaker to be present (if they have one),

ORAL PRESENTATION

· Many students with SpLD will be articulate and prefer verbal communication to writing. Others may have difficulty in this area and it can be a source of real anxiety.

· Where students with SpLDs experience difficulty it may manifest itself in a number of ways. For example they can find the pronunciation of multisyllabic words difficult, or misuse words that sound similar. They may also experience the feeling of going 'blank' and have difficulty finding the word they are looking for.

· More generally reading out loud can present difficulties, particularly when faced with unfamiliar words. 

· You should seek ways to try and make the oral presentation/ viva as inclusive and un-intimidating as possible. This may involve making a change of assessment circumstance such as reducing the size of the audience the student is to present to, or if appropriate consider making an alternative assessment. 
· If students are to be asked to comment on written material in a viva or oral presentation they should be presented with this material in advance to allow them time to read it.

POSTER
· Students with SpLDs are likely to think visually and a poster presentation may provide them with a good opportunity to express their ideas. Assessment criteria, learning outcomes etc. will need to be written in Plain English to ensure the language is accessible for dyslexic students and misinterpretation can be kept to a minimum.
ONLINE

· You should ensure that any recommendations relating to exams such as additional time are adhered to when an assessment takes place on line. 

· How conference contributions are being marked should be discussed from the outset, so the student is clear of the criteria. Students with SpLDs should not be penalised for their use of spelling and grammar. If no spell-checker is available in the on-line environment students with SpLDs should be informed of how they can copy and paste text from Word. In relation to this you should be aware that posting 'public' contributions to their peers, who may not know they are dyslexic, could be very anxiety provoking for students with SpLDs. You may consider ways to reduce this anxiety by breaking down a large group into smaller discussion groups for example, or making it clear to all students that spelling and grammar will not be a priority in this circumstance.

MULTIPLE CHOICE

· One of the key issues relating to using this mode of assessment is the wording of multiple choice questions and in particular the question distracters. You should ensure that you do not use any language based 'tricks' such as similar spelt or sounding words to 'put students of the scent' of the correct answer. This does not mean that your questions should be easy, rather that all distracters should be plausible. The question should be testing knowledge as opposed to the student's ability to decode the language. 

GROUP WORK

· Students with SpLDs are often excellent team workers. However as time management can be a particular issue for dyslexic students it would be good practice to ask all groups to draw up a time-table of tasks to aid with this process. 
· Assessment criteria, learning outcomes etc. need to be written in Plain English to ensure the language is accessible for students with SpLDs and all group members understand the purpose of the task.
