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Working Overseas

■
Introduction


So, you want to work overseas ...  The following notes point out the options, the problems and tell you where to look for more information.


■
Basic Options


Temporary/casual work


For most people the initial step to working overseas is some kind of short term casual job.  It is certainly possible to get jobs in bars, shops, factories and farms around the world (see references overleaf for sources of information).  Such jobs may help to establish you in another country and allow you to seek more permanent employment.  Probably one of the best ways for a native-English speaker to work overseas is via the world of Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL).



Permanent/professional work


If you have the required qualifications, specific skills and often an ability to speak other languages, it may be worth making direct applications to firms overseas.  There are thousands of agencies, newspapers and public employment services in other countries that can help you.



Careers based in the UK, with the possibility of work overseas


It may be possible to work for a company based in this country and have the opportunity to work via secondments abroad or to travel overseas frequently.  Some accountancy firms, financial organisations and large multinationals may offer you scope for this.


■
Some of the Hurdles


Knowing where to look to find information



Work permits/visas are often required


You may need the company you want to work for to support your application for a visa.  Unless you have very special skills they may find it difficult to do this.  EU citizens can work anywhere within the EU without a work permit, though even in this case you may have reams of paperwork to complete.  There are options for short term work in some countries, e.g. the scheme run for UK citizens working in Australia.



Distance


Unless you visit the country that interests you, you will find it more difficult to access local job information or attend interviews.



Language



Problems with the recognition of your qualifications


Education and entry to the job market will vary across the world.  In the UK many firms have graduate training courses that take graduates of any degree subject.  This concept is much rarer elsewhere in the world.

Cont’d


■
Videos (available to view in the Careers Service)


The Jet Programme - a window to Japan



VSO - Working in technical development




Teaching overseas with VSO – Class stand up



FCO Bangkok Post - recruitment video



Camp America - Summer Work & Travel in the USA

■
AGCAS Information Booklets (free from Careers Service)


Working Abroad


Working in Europe - First Steps

■
AGCAS Occupational Profile (free from Careers Service)



English as a Foreign Language Teacher


■
Computer Systems


The Worldwide Web (www) is a goldmine of information on working overseas.  Follow “General Resources” located under “www” within the University of Bolton’s Learning Support and Development Page to Newspapers/News Services.


■
Prospects Site

There is a wealth of information on www.prospects.ac.uk.  See the section ‘Explore working abroad’.


■
Newspapers and Magazines


Most of the national daily papers have some jobs overseas.


Some overseas papers can be found at major public and academic libraries. 
Many newspapers have www sites (see above)


■
Other Sources of Help


Most embassies will provide some help and advice for people seeking jobs abroad.

Further help & advice from: The Careers Service
( 01204 903080, Student Centre, Eagle Mall
Careers Service
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