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Teaching

Introduction
This briefing sheet is aimed at undergraduates who are considering employment as a teacher/lecturer in schools and colleges in the UK.  Most will take a teacher training course (PGCE) which will give them Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) on completion of their induction year as a newly qualified teacher. There are also employment based training routes - check www.tda.gov.uk 
Teaching Information Line 0845 6000 991

Those who wish to teach in the post compulsory sector should apply for QTLS [Qualified Teacher Status Learning & Skills] This sector includes FE colleges, Adult Education, Community Education, Sixth Form Colleges, Universities and the Health Service. Check www.lluk.org to help identify course providers and for further information.  The University of Bolton only offers teacher training for the post compulsory sector – Professional Graduate Diploma in Education [PGDE]
Primary courses: you are expected to have at least GCSE grade C in English, mathematics and a science or an equivalent qualification.  Many courses expect you to have obtained these qualifications before you apply.  Degree subjects which relate to the national curriculum may be preferred. It is always wise to check entry criteria with providers of courses.

Secondary courses: you are expected to have at least GCSE grade C in English and mathematics or an equivalent qualification and the initial degree should be appropriate to the secondary school curriculum. Check the national curriculum on www.nc.uk.net
Maths and English Tests:  Candidates applying for a PGCE Secondary course at MMU without Maths or English equivalent qualifications can sit a Maths and/or English test.  These are taken once a candidate has been offered a place subject to gaining the Maths/English qualification.  There is no course leading up to the tests and the tests are set by MMU and as such carry no national recognition.  A test fee of £20 is charged and £20 for any resits.  

Candidates for PGCE in Primary Education at MMU would be expected to have the Maths and English qualifications before applying and are not usually offered the opportunity to sit the tests.  Edgehill University offers equivalency tests. It is advisable to check the university website for criteria, availability etc. If you are seeking admission on the basis of equivalency tests you must confirm that your chosen provider/s will offer you these tests before you apply. A very useful website for practice maths tests is http://www.mathcentre.ac.uk.
Applications for both primary and secondary courses are made through GTTR via an online application www.gttr.ac.uk.  The application system usually opens in September the year prior to the start date.
Applications for PGCE Primary courses should be sent to the Graduate Teacher Training Registry (GTTR) by the 1st December prior to the year of entry.  Applications for PGCE Secondary courses should be sent to the Graduate Teacher Training Registry (GTTR) in the first semester - no official closing date.

Applications for the Post Graduate Diploma in Education (Post Compulsory Education) at the University of Bolton should be made on a university application form and sent direct to the university.
Check www.lluk.org to help identify other providers of this type of course e.g. MMU, Edgehill, University of Central Lancashire. Contact the university direct for more details and the application procedure.

· Gaining relevant experience

The Student Associates Scheme teaching taster is a government funded scheme run by the University which offers students opportunities to gain work experience within local schools.  
Places are mainly available for those with secondary shortage subjects.  Primary places are limited.
For more details and to download an application form check the university web pages www.bolton.ac.uk/sas 

· Financial Support for Home Students 
Funding changes The government has announced changes to funding for higher education.  From September 2010 PGCE trainee teachers will lose their automatic entitlement to a maintenance grant of £1,290. The whole of this grant will be means tested as it is for undergraduate students. This means that some PGCE trainee teachers will receive a smaller maintenance grant or no grant. However those who have a reduced grant will be able to receive the same overall amount through the provision of increased loans. 
There is also a tax free bursary: primary courses £4,000, non shortage secondary subjects £6,000, and shortage secondary subjects £9,000. Some FE subjects attract the £6,000 bursary, some the £6,000 bursary whilst some subjects do not attract a bursary.
See www.tda.gov.uk for more information on funding and a list of shortage areas. 
· Occupational Profiles
	Early years/ nursery teacher

	Primary school teacher

	Secondary school teacher
	Special educational needs teacher

	Teaching assistant
	Learning mentor

	Adult education lecturer/tutor
	Higher education lecturer

	Prisons instructor/tutor
	English as a second language teacher

	English for specific purposes teacher
	English as a foreign language teacher

	Further education lecturer
	


Available from www.prospects.ac.uk via explore types of jobs under “Jobs and Work “

· AGCAS Information Booklets
· Applying for a PGCE - “How to win a place on a postgraduate teacher training course” 
[Reference copy available in the Careers Service] or access via downloadable documents    on www.bolton.ac.uk/careers  - includes information for international students and advice on 
applications and interviews
· Education – Alternatives to Teaching  [Reference copy available in the Careers Service] 
Also available via downloadable documents on www.bolton.ac.uk/careers
· Occupational Files
A number of reference files on Teaching give extra information including some personal statement samples and PGCE interview reports
· Video

Teaching – the most important job in the world (to be viewed in the Careers Service).  This video provides a most helpful insight.

· Internet
· The Training and Development Agency for schools has a useful website www.tda.gov.uk, which provides useful information on the numeracy, literacy and ICT skills tests (search on skills tests).
· GTTR  http://www.gttr.ac.uk  Applications should  be made online
· For information on the national curriculum check www.nc.uk.net.

· Also check http://target.jobs.co.uk/teaching-and-education
· Newspapers/Magazines
· Target Teaching

· The Guardian (Tuesday) www.guardian.co.uk
· The Times Education Supplement (Friday)  www.tes.co.uk
Further help & advice from: The Careers Service
( 01204 903080, Student Centre, Chancellor’s Mall
	Careers Service
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