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PROSPECTS PLANNER

PROSPECTS PLANNER is an easy-to-use interactive computer system, designed to help you explore key aspects of careers planning in a systematic way.  The occupations on its database are aimed mostly at graduates.

· Is Prospects Planner the right starting point for you?
If you are unsure of the areas of work that may suit you, it may be useful for you to complete Prospects Planner before a careers interview and bring along the results for discussion with your Careers Adviser.
· Not a Quick Fix!

You need to allow time because of the considerable amount of information on the system i.e. a minimum of 30 minutes. You can save your work and exit at any stage, to return to at a later date. It is worthwhile printing out results for future reference.
· Only a computer program!

No careers program can tell you what you should do. PROSPECTS Planner is only an aid to identifying possible careers matches to the limited information you have provided.  You need to take care in making choices, which best reflect your attitudes and what you know about yourself.  Certain occupations may be suggested which are unrealistic or don’t interest you.  Perhaps you might find it useful to read more about these occupations and reconsider some of them.

· Only want to know what you can do with your degree?
The best starting point is Prospects website www.prospects.ac.uk .  Go to ’Careers Centre’ then ‘Options with your subject’.   Check to see if there is one related to your degree subject in the Careers Centre.  This will give you an overview of the types of careers that graduates go into with your subject. The selection of subject groups in Prospect Planner is only used to filter out impossible options, not to identify related careers.

· Only interested in occupations within specific industry areas?
Check out the Prospects website ‘Jobs & Work‘ section, then go to ‘Explore job sectors’.  You may also find it useful to check out resources produced by the Sector Skills Councils at www.ssda.org.uk.
· Where can I use Prospects Planner?

Prospects Planner is available on the Prospects Web site from any pc (www.prospects.ac.uk/links/Pplanner) - this is a helpful starting point for self analysis as it makes you think about your skills and job needs. You will need to register on the web site for ‘My Prospects’ to be able to use Prospects Planner and other services. There is no charge involved but you may receive e-mails from Prospects following your registration.
You may also find it useful to look at ‘Career Planning’ – a free booklet available from your Careers Service

For further advice please contact:  The Careers Service,
( 01204 903080, Careers Service, Chancellor’s Mall  
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