Re: pro∙manchester REVIEW of the Equity Funding and Associated Support for Entrepreneurs in the Manchester City Region
Call for Evidence

The city region’s political and executive leadership has committed to boosting the levels of business in Greater Manchester, and increasing the number of entrepreneurs living and working here. This means creating the right environment for entrepreneurs to flourish. Feedback from firms however suggests that they are experiencing difficulties accessing (affordable) finance in the current economic climate. As the economy emerges from recession, access to growth capital may become even more difficult. pro∙manchester has agreed to undertake a study and review programme in this area as part of the Commission for the New Economy Discussion paper series.

pro∙manchester will aim to report their findings by the 24th November 2010. In order to support such a timetable, the call for evidence will therefore last for ten weeks and will close on 26 October 2010. pro∙manchester would be grateful for responses as soon as possible, however, to help inform the review’s work.

The attached proposal sets out the issues on which the review team would particularly welcome responses, although responses on any issues felt relevant to the Equity Funding and Associated Support for Entrepreneurs in the Manchester City Region would be welcomed.
We are committed to ensuring that the review is an open and transparent process that takes full account of the views of its contributors. As such, I am writing to invite you, or an appropriate colleague, to submit evidence to the review team.

This letter is being sent to contacts across relevant sectors – to the academic and research community, government agencies and departments, sector and regional bodies, and businesses and their representative organisations. 

This letter is also being posted on the pro.manchester website:
www.pro-manchester.co.uk/innovationandenterprise
In the call for evidence document, attached to this email, the issues on which we would like to hear your views have been outlined. Your input and the evidence you can provide will be of great value to the review team in developing a strong evidence base through the review process.

I would be grateful if you could send your submissions to the review team by

26 October 2010. 
These should be sent by email to: innovationandenterprise@pro-manchester.co.uk or by post to the below address
I look forward to hearing from you and thank you in advance for your input into this work.

John Ashcroft

pro∙manchester

81 King Street

Manchester

M2 4AH

Enquiries: +44 (0) 161 833 0964

Fax: +44 (0) 161 832 7377

Email: innovationandenterprise@pro-manchester.co.uk
