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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY GROUP
Minutes for the meeting held on Tuesday 20 April 2010
Time:

2pm
Venue:
A1-006
Present:       Peter Marsh, Sarah Riches, Craig Charlton, Ashley Howell, Richard Howell,

Paul Johnstone, Anne Kolodziejski, Patrick O’Reilly, John Parkin, Derek Rout
In attendance:
Nicola Llewellyn
The Chair opened the meeting at 2pm.
	1
	Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from John Parkin and Hilary Birtwistle.

	

	2
	Minutes of the last meeting
The Minutes of the meeting held on 16 February were agreed to be a true and accurate record.
RH reported that the Northams prize could be allocated to a student who had covered a sustainability issue.  SR asked how this would be communicated to the schools, RH will issue something.


	RH

	3
	Reports from Action Groups

Curriculum
RH proposed a review of the curriculum.

PM will arrange a meeting with Elias Siores and Andy Graham regarding recycling materials and renewable energy sources.
Waste reduction
DR reported all recycling bins have been rolled out but it is now down to someone to drive recycling at a local level.
Purchasing
PJ is working on a new web portal that will mean purchase orders and invoices are processed electronically.  It is currently being trialed with a view to being rolled out over the summer.
Energy Policy
No items to report.
Students' Union/Community
AK will check if there is funding available for a climate change event.
Transport

JP will discuss policy with Tony Unsworth



	PM
AK

JP

	4
	Carbon trust – update on team leader events
SR circulated ideas gathered at the energy action groups. PM asked DR and PO’R to look into the Estates and IT related suggestions.  DR agreed to trial timer switches on photocopiers.
PM will arrange a meeting with DR and PO’R regarding feedback from the ECCILES project.


	DR/PO’R
PM

	5
	HEFCE Carbon management strategy
PM informed the group of a document required to illustrate the University is taking steps to develop a Carbon Management strategy.
DR informed the group he was attending the launch of the Carbon Management Programme on the 20th May.  PM will arrange a meeting with DR and Tony Unsworth to form a report to present to the Board of Governors.
	PM

	
	

	6

	Power Manager
PO’R informed the group IT are continuing to refine the software.  The software still excludes apple macs. 

	

	7
	The Big Student Switch Off
AH informed the group the cost to host the scheme was £1.50 per student in Halls of Residence.  There is an additional £100-£300 cost for posters and a contribution of between £100-1000 towards a prize for the winning halls.
The group agreed it would need to be established how easy it would be to monitor energy use at the halls. CC will investigate.


	CC

	8
	Poster Campaign
The poster campaign is continuing, DR welcomes energy saving ideas from other members of the group.
	

	9
	New environmental/sustainability law
PJ informed the group of a new law covering waste and bio-diversity and that Environwise and DEFRA have made information available to help the University move towards the new law.  The NWUPC plan to form a group with representatives from each university to meet twice yearly to discuss and offer information on where funding is available.  Changes we may need to prepare for include the plan to charge waste by its weight.

	

	10
	Fairtrade status application

PJ informed the group the application to fairtrade has been submitted.  The feedback has been good, however we have been asked to expand on certain points, namely how are we going to educate on Fairtrade justice?  

PJ also informed the group of Fairtrade workshops being held in Liverpool on May 7th on incorporating Fairtrade into lectures.
AH informed the group of a planned Students Union Vs Police football match where Fairtrade could be promoted.

	

	11
	Water fountains – water coolers framework agreement
PJ is looking at the comparison between bottled and plumbed water and water from a ZIP tap. 

	

	12
	AOB
AK asked if second year students could grow food on campus.  It was suggested AK and/or the students present ideas to the group at the next meeting.

	AK

	12
	Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next meeting will take place on 1st June at 2pm in room the Boardroom.
	

	
	
	

	



