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Main aims 

• To develop online means of supporting trainees in the 
acquisition of subject specialist pedagogic skills. 

• ICT will provide trainees with learning communities 
focused on the teaching of a particular subject or 
vocational curriculum, no matter how specialised or 
isolated their particular teaching and/or training 
context. 

• It will bring dispersed trainees together with 
experienced subject tutors and other specialised 
resources.



People

• The fastest growing online community - ASSOCiate Online, which 

provides subject specialist support to teachers and trainee 

teachers with 5,000 members already registered in the first year of 

operation alone.

• Membership of ASSOCiate Online communities are available to 

trainee teachers, teacher and teacher educators to develop and 

share the ability to teach their particular specialisms in the Learning 

and Skills Sector (FE, ACL, WBL, Prison Education etc).



Moodle
• The whole system is run on the Moodle platform, many 

education establishments are using Moodle as their VLE



Unique Tools

• Find a Twin

- A "professional twin" will teach the same sub-specialisms

as you, at the same level and in the same setting.

• Find a buddy

- Like a “Professional Twin”, a “Buddy” teaches the same 

sub-specialisms as you, at the same level. They are 
different, though, in that a Buddy teaches in a different 
“context” (i.e. another institutional setting).



Specialism Categories
• Health, Public Services and Care

• Science and Mathematics

• Agricultural, Horticultural and Animal Care

• Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies

• Construction, Planning and Built Environment

• Information and Communication Technology

• Retail and Commercial Enterprise

• Leisure, Travel and Tourism

• Arts, Media and Publishing

• History, Philosophy and Theology

• Social Sciences

• Languages, Literature and Culture

• Education and Training

• Preparation for Life and Work

• Business, Administration and Law



Specialisms

• Each subject area has 6 defining pages.













Summary

• Online community of Teachers and Trainers

– Collaborate with like minded folk

• Ever growing resource pool

– Docs, video, blank forms, lesson plans etc

• Opportunity for Mentoring and Peer Support

– For trainers to seek, and professionals to offer

• Evidence to support CPPD

– Trainees and Mentors



Joining

Contact Rich at Bolton University

rja1@bolton.ac.uk

Current price is £9 per year per student.

mailto:rja1@bolton.ac.uk


Demo / Guest log in

http://associate.hud.ac.uk/
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