
Writers’ Lab @ Bolton 2010
GUIDELINES FOR APPLICANTS 

What is the Scheme?

The University of Bolton is developing a writer’s programme in association with a number of production companies in the North West (Abbott Vision, Red Productions, Lime Pictures, The BBC, LA Productions, R.S.J. Productions, Made In Manchester). This is a scheme for writers that want to develop their skills working in an industry context.  Writers will develop an original script, as well as learn about team writing and producing. 

In order to develop the scheme effectively we are offering free places to 16 new writers from the North West.  This pilot scheme will put writers into direct contact with the best TV, radio and web producers in the region.  In return for helping us develop this training programme we are offering writers the opportunity to develop their skills in a commercial context.  You will attend workshops at AbbottVision, The Arvon Foundation and at the University of Bolton.  Throughout the programme, you will work on a team written project with industry mentors.  You will have direct and sustained contact with industry professionals through the best work experience around.  

This scheme is designed to give writers the best start possible and is an opportunity you can’t afford to miss

Who can apply for this scheme?

The scheme is open to writers based within the North West region who have already had a script commissioned or had a professional reading of their work (for any platform, film, radio, stage, TV or the web) or had material published.  You will be expected to be able to work effectively on scripted material from the start of the project.  This is not a scheme for beginners. For details of how to apply, please visit the website
www.bolton.ac.uk/ame/writerslab
Applicants must be over 18 and not in full-time education.
Alternatively you can speak to J. Stuart on 01204 903331 or Anna Zaluczkowska on 01204 903237
Participating Companies
Red Productions

BBC Writersroom

AbbottVision

Lime Pictures

Made In Manchester

LA Productions

RSJ Productions

The Octagon Theatre
Details

Will I be paid for my work?

There will be no payment for work on this course. The participating production companies will have a first refusal clause at the end of the scheme on any work completed.  We will discuss issues regarding contracts and copyright in detail with successful applicants. 

How many ideas can I submit?

You can submit one idea.  

What is a commission?

A commission is a piece of dramatic writing for which you have been paid for or has been professionally produced. This can also include a professional reading of your work or work which has won an award in another scheme or something that has been published.
What will the one page synopsis need to include?

Your one page synopsis should comprise a clear and succinct summary of your idea. Remember this is the document you are submitting to get us interested about your idea so make sure it is interesting and exciting to read. 

Does the sample script have to be submitted in a certain format?

Scripts should be clearly laid out and conform to an industry standard. Should you require advice you can download a free formatting tool from the BBC http://www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/scriptsmart/ and look at produced scripts in their script archive: http://www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/insight/script_archive.shtml 

How much time will I have to commit to the scheme?

The schedule accommodates 3 mandatory residential workshops (one 3 day and two at one week) and a number of one-day workshops.  You will be required to write at least one 60-minute episode or its equivalent during the course of the project and put together a development and production package for an idea.  You will be expected to make use of a placement opportunity at one of our participating companies although the exact arrangements for that are flexible. You must be available for face-to-face and/or online contact with your mentor. Finally you will need to attend a closing event where aspects of your work can be showcased. You will be required to make a deposit to ensure that you complete the scheme.

How does the selection process work?
The University of Bolton in association with the participating production companies will select the writers. 

Each submission will be assessed against the following criteria:

· The strength of the calling card script submitted, plotting and character work.

· The strength of the idea submitted.  

· Writers will also be assessed on their ability to commit fully to the scheme.

How do I apply?

To apply for the scheme you will need to submit the following:

· 2 copies of a completed application form with details of your writing experience and any relevant training (please include dates)

· 2 copies of an original 30-90 page drama. (This does not have to be for the idea you are pitching we will accept dramas from any platform.) 

Please send the above information BY POST to:

Carolyn Breen

Writers’ Lab @ Bolton, 

University of Bolton, 

School of Arts Media and Education, 

Deane Road, 

Bolton BL3 5A

Important Dates
Keep an eye on our website for up dates and changes to this schedule
	DATE
	ACTIVITY

	Fri 19th February
	Deadline for submissions

	Fri 12th March
	Scheme Launches

	1st, 2nd and 3rd March
	Initial shortlist of applicants

	Friday 12th March
	Project launch at University of Bolton

	Week 22nd March
	Interviews for shortlisted applicants

	Wed 28th April 
	Course Induction

	10th – 14th May
	3 day workshop at Abbott Vision

	May
	Pitching workshop

	7-12th  June
	5 day residential at Arvon Foundation to include master-classes from writers and producers

	July onwards
	Submit first draft script to mentor

	Last week of July
	Producers Boot camp with master classes

	October
	Submit 2nd draft script to mentor

	November
	Weekend workshop

	December
	Submit 3rd draft script to University of Bolton

	January
	Weekend workshop to finalise project
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